
   Fibreworks Kingston: Weekend Workshops 2011 - 2012
Fibreworks ... presents another series of workshops promoting Fibre as an Art Form

Our instructors are professional designers and well-known craftspersons who will share their speciþc skills and knowledge.  The 
participants are professionals, teachers and interested craftspersons, or amateurs wishing to learn and share together for further 
stimulation and knowledge.  Plan to make this your year to have a creative learning experience at a FIBREWORKS-KINGSTON 
Weekend Workshop during 2011-2012.                            Be sure to visit us on the web:  http://þbreworkskingston.wordpress.com/

Workshop One: 21st - 23rd Oct, 2011

Pamela Allen

Under the Inþuence ... how 
NOT to copy your favorite artist

Most artists look at and admire the work of oth-
ers. Therein lies a dilemma however, in that how 
can one learn to appreciate, absorb and make 
use of our visual knowledge without appropriat-
ing that artistôs vision and imagery?  How can 
one achieve a personal content to our work and 
avoid the dreaded label of ñderivativeò? In the 
genre of fabric collage/art quilt, Pamela will help 
the student to translate a work of art into an 
original and personal vision.  There will be dis-
cussion and critiquing of the nature of art history 
and how it can beneýt the student by broadening 
her visual vocabulary. At the same time, there 
will be exciting hands on translation of that inþu-
ence into a small art quilt with the emphasis be-
ing placed on a personal expression rather than 
copying.

Pamela Allen  has a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
(1982) from Queens University in Kingston, On-
tario, Canada. Since graduating, she has been 
lucky to maintain a studio and a full time voca-
tion making art. She began as a painter and has 
evolved over the years to explore many other me-
dia all with the intention of exploring the theme of 
the child in all of us. Trips to Europe, the desert 
southwest  and Mexico have all nurtured her pen-
chant for bright colour and ñfolkyò imagery. An-
other great inþuence has been her contact with 
school children and their aesthetic as she par-
ticipates almost yearly in an Artist in the Schools 
program funded by the Ontario Arts Council.

Pamela has also taught painting and drawing at 
Queens University both in the Fine Art depart-
ment and for the Aboriginal Teachers Education 
program at MacArthur College. The latter have 
taken her through some amazing adventures on 
remote First Nations Reserves in the far North.

Web:  pamelart.homestead.com/titlepage.html

Workshop Two: 11th - 13th Nov, 2011

Mary Pal

Painting with Cheesecloth

This workshop covers a method of manipulating fabric 
that incorporates sculpture, painting and transparen-
cy, and how to use this technique to create effective 
portraits with cheesecloth. We will explore portraiture 
to learn how to depict the qualities of the human face 
that elicit emotional responses in viewers.  We will ex-
amine a variety of ways in which photographs may be 
adjusted to create useful patterns, and discuss many 
ýnishing and mounting options. Working ýrst from a 
simple photo to master the various methods of de-
signing with this technique, students then may choose 
to begin a piece from a photo of their own or to relax 
with a whimsical piece on which they can practise 
their new skills while adding personal touches.

Mary Pal is an Ottawa-based ýbre artist 
known for her cheesecloth portraits. Her work 
has been exhibited and collected through-
out North America and has been featured in 
Quilting Arts Magazine and on Quilting Arts 
TV.  She has also produced large works for 
public buildings, most notably a colourful trip-
tych of playful quilted houses spanning 50 feet 
in the Glebe Community Centreôs main hall. A 
teacher for over 35 years, she loves to share 
her knowledge and skills with her students and 
derives great satisfaction from making a dif-
ýcult technique or concept easy to learn. Cur-
rently sitting on the Board of Studio Art Quilt 
Associates, Mary is an enthusiastic promoter 
of the growing ýbre art movement in Canada.

Web:  marypaldesigns.com/Home.html
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Workshop Three: 9th - 11th March, 2012

Alice Vander Vennen

Finding a New Story:  Working with 

Textiles and Found Objects

If these stones could talk...if these fabrics could tell where 
they have been.  Each journey has its own story; each story 
has its own truth.  In this workshop we will juxtapose the tex-
tures and colours of textiles with the shape and retained his-
tory of found objects until a new story emerges. Alice will lead 
you to explore the intriguing process of juxtaposing textiles, 
natural and found objects into your own surprising and com-
pelling sculpted pieces of framed art. Participants are encour-
aged to bring a variety of fabrics, both new and old, as well as 
found objects such as stones, buttons and scraps of metal to 
incorporate into the art piece.  Students are also encouraged 
to bring a sewing machine.  Supplied kit  includes a variety of 
fabrics, threads, copper, wire and frame and framing materi-
als.                                                                     Kit fee: $20 

Alice Vander Vennen has been a profes-
sional textile artist for over 30 years.  Her work 
is exhibited in private collections in Canada, 
the United States and Europe and is carried by 
numerous galleries, including the prestigious 
OENO Gallery in Prince Edward County.  She 
has participated in juried exhibits in Toronto, Chi-
cago and New York.  In 2011 Alice completed a 
commission to create a community-quilted þoat-
ing sculpture consisting of 100 brightly adorned 
ýsh for the new Cobourg Community Centre. 

Alice is a professional educator who brings 
together her passions of art and learning in 
dynamic textile workshops designed to cel-
ebrate the artistic voices of each participant. 
 
Web: alicevandervennen.ca/prod/home.asp

Workshop  Four:  20th - 22nd April, 2012

Johnnene Maddison

Thread Drawings with 
Aquabond

Whether you are silly or serious, Aquabond is the 
right material for creating unusual sketches which 
artist Johnnene Maddison calls Thread Drawings. 
Using your own sketches, tiny snippets of fabric and 
free motion machine sewing, unique pictures can be 
created that appear to þoat away from the canvas 
on which they are applied. Your drawings may be 
whimsical, colourful and childlike or detailed land-
scapes, seascapes or interiors. Composition, colour 
placement and line will be discussed as well as tech-
niques for mounting your ýnished pieces on canvas. 
Students will learn several practical applications for 
using Aquabond as a warm up exercise before start-
ing the thread drawings. Knowledge of free motion 
machine stitching is required.

Johnnene Maddison earned a BFA 
from Pratt Institute in New York City, an MA in 
Art Education from the University of Michigan 
and a Teaching Certiýcate from Althouse Col-
lege in London, Ontario. She has been teach-
ing ýbre art courses and watercolour painting 
in the US and Canada for 35 years. Johnnene 
has had her work published in art magazines 
in Canada, the United States, England and 
Japan. She has had one-person exhibitions 
in major galleries and museums in Canada 
and the US. Half of her traveling show, Over 
Here: Women, Work and WWII was purchased 
by The Canadian War Museum in Ottawa. 
Johnnene received a Trillium Grant to pub-
lish a catalogue about her exhibition. She is 
currently working on a project about loss. 

Johnnene is a founding member of The 
National Museum of Women In The Arts 
in Washington DC. She is also a mem-
ber of The Canadian Embroiderersô Guild, 
London and Connections Fibre artists.

Web:  connectionsýbreartists.com/Artists/
JohnneneMaddison/JohnneneMaddison.htm
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