
   Fibreworks Kingston: Weekend Workshops 2010-2011
Fibreworks ... presents another series of workshops promoting Fibre as an Art Form

Our instructors are professional designers and well-known craftspersons who will share their specific skills and knowledge.  The 
participants are professionals, teachers and interested craftspersons, or amateurs wishing to learn and share together for further 
stimulation and knowledge.  Plan to make this your year to have a creative learning experience at a FIBREWORKS-KINGSTON 
Weekend Workshop during 2010-2011. 

Workshop One: 1st - 3rd Oct, 2010

Gordana Brelih

Transformations in TYVEK

“The marriage of familiar materials and methods in 
unfamiliar ways is the joy in experimentation with the 
fibre arts.” The creation of dimension and a new struc-
ture through the burning, ironing, layering, colouring, 
machine stitching of thin sheets of Tyvek will transform 
this non woven building material into a raised surface 
that can stand on its own or be further embellished 
with hand stitching or beading. The best part is that 
it will truly be a freeform experience since you cannot 
fully predict what lacey, rippled, amazing results will 
emerge.  The number of layers and embellishments 
you add are up to you! We will also play with a similar 
product, Lutrador.                                    Kit Fee: tba

Web:
connectionsfibreartists.com/ArtistsPages.htm

Gordana Brelih studied at the Academy of 
Applied Arts and Design in Belgrade.  She im-
migrated to Canada in 1991.  Following a suc-
cessful career in fashion design, Gordana dis-
covered quilting in 2002.  After receiving a strong 
grounding in traditional quilting, she began ex-
perimenting with different techniques.  These 
experiments cultivated a devotion to all forms 
of quilting and a love of hand-embellishment, 
free motion embroidery and machine piecing.  
She has put hundreds of hours into her work, 
stitch-by-stitch, adding lustrous threads, beads, 
fibres and non-traditional materials like paper 
and metal.  Her art takes on a life of its own.

Quick sketches or moments of inspiration chal-
lenge Gordana to strive for something different.  
While new techniques are a welcome challenge, 
colour is a strong element in her work.  It is one 
of the key elements in giving her art its aged or 
antique look.  There is a sense of history with 
each piece that invites the viewer to take a 
closer look and see the story that is to be told.

Detail - Steps of Time: G. Brelih

Workshop Two: 12th - 14th Nov, 2010

Gunnel Hag

Make Your Mark

Have you always yearned to create luscious, origi-
nal fabrics? In this workshop you will use Colour Vie 
fabric pigments to paint, sponge, stamp and spray 
your way into the inspiring land of fabulous cloth. 
Explore visual texture while brushing, sponging and 
rubbing. Learn how to use Gunnel’s unique tech-
niques and create a selection of stunning fabrics.
Kit Fee: $20                           

Gunnel Hag studied textile design in Swe-
den and England. Her studio, Trees Textile De-
signers and Printers, in Toronto, produces fab-
rics for film and theatre productions. She taught 
in the Textile Studio at Sheridan College for 12 
years, and has been a visiting lecturer at the Na-
tional Institute of Design in Ahmedabad, India. 
Her clothing and fabrics have been represented 
at International Design exhibitions and she has 
received many grants and awards for her work. 

Gunnel has published two books: “Creating 
Texture” and “Creating Texture: Soft Texture”. 

Web:  www.colourvie.com

Quilt 7: Gunnel Hag

FW Page 1 of 3



Fibreworks Kingston: Weekend Workshops 2010-2011

Workshop Three: 4th - 6th March, 2011

Susan Strachan Johnson

Seeing Through the Layers: 
Translucence in Fibre Arts

Don’t you love looking at a work that never stops 
speaking to you, no matter how long you look at it? 
We will discover some secrets of creating that kind 
of depth - some layering techniques that will help 
you produce pieces that excite and surprise.  We 
will cover lace-like structures, removable grounds 
other than “Solvy” and dissolvable paper, printing 
on see-through fibres, using transfer dyes, and 
even some modern “cutwork” methods. This is a 
weekend for any skill level - but especially those 
who love experimenting.  Sewing Machine useful, 
but not essential.                                 Kit Fee: $10

Susan Strachan Johnson is 
affiliated with the Canadian Embroi-
derers’ Guild Guelph and a member 
since 2005 of Connections Fibre Art-
ists. Trained as a painter, and a stitcher 
since 2003, she is about to complete 
City and Guilds UK Level 3 Certificate 
in Embroidery, and continuing on to the 
Level 2 Diploma. Susan also studies 
at an advanced level with Jane Dams. 
Multiple award winner (Best in Show 
Threadworks 2003, Fibre Art Award 
Insights 2006, Honourable Men-
tions in the Ontario Juried Quilt Show 
and the Grand National Quilt Show).

Web:  www.strachanjohnson.com

Closer Than She Appears:  Susan S. Johnson

Workshop  Four:  1st - 3rd April, 2011

Marion Spanjerdt

Textile Constructions

We explore methods of transforming two-dimen-
sional collages into free-form assemblages using 
a wide variety of materials, tools and techniques. 
You will learn how separate pieces can evolve into 
cohesive structures by assembling related compo-
nents, which are then further embellished, stitched 
and unified. The 3-D structure may be planned 
beforehand or its final form may emerge gradually 
from experiments and samples.

Whether exuberant or restrained in colour, refined 
or primitive in spirit, your experiments with con-
struction techniques, surface treatment and three-
dimensional effects promises to be an engaging 
process and provide you with many technical and 
visual ideas.                                         Kit Fee: tba

Marion Spanjerdt is a Toronto-based 
fibre artist known for her colourful abstract col-
lages. She has travelled extensively conduct-
ing workshops across North America, Hawaii, 
Australia and New Zealand, and her work 
has been exhibited internationally. In addition 
to privately commissioned textiles, she also 
produced large works for several public build-
ings in North America and The Netherlands. 
She is the recipient of various grants from the 
Canada Arts Council and Ontario Arts Council. 

Teaching provides her with the opportunity 
to share her lifelong passion for all kinds of 
visual art, costumes, fabrics and exuber-
ant colours: “Solitary hours, essential for ex-
perimentation and producing work, is best 
balanced in the company of kindred spirits 
who share similar passions and ideas, and 
for our mutual stimulation and happiness”.

Marion is a member of Connections group.
Web:
connectionsfibreartists.com/ArtistsPages.htm

Homage to Hundertwasser:  M. Spanjerdt
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FIBREWORKS WEEKEND WORKSHOP INFORMATION 2010 - 2011

SLIDE  LECTURE: 

WORKSHOPS:

WORKSHOP FEES:

Friday Evening, 7 - 9 pm. Inclusive for Participants.  Guests $5.
St. Lawrence College, Kingston, Room #12050, 2nd Floor on

‘The Link’ (Entrance E12 ). Watch for signs at either entrance to the College.

LOCATION

LOCATION
Sat. &  Sun,  9.30 - 4.00 pm.  Approx. 20 participants
Workshops will be held at St. Lawrence College, Room #12050, 
2nd Floor on ‘The Link’ (Entrance E12 ).

$125 for each Workshop

Full Fees to be paid at Registration for Workshops #1 and #2. 
$50.00 down payment for each of workshops #3, and #4 before Dec. 31st.
The remaining Registration Fee is to be paid by Jan. 15th 2011. 
Participants are responsible for finding a replacement if they are unable to 
come.      
There will be no refunds.

LUNCH: Lunch will be available at the St. Lawrence College cafeteria or bring your own. 

FIBREWORKS FRIEND: In response to requests from those who wish to support our Fibre as an Art 
Form program, and attend all four lectures...  “Gifted Giving” at $25.

REGISTRAR:  DONNA HAMILTON, quilter and teacher, Associate Co-ordinator   (Tel: 613-544-7324).

ADVERTISING       
& PROMOTION: BETHANY GARNER, educator and quilter (Tel: 613-376-6150 email: garner@kingston.net).

CO-ORDINATOR: HILARY SCANLON, Fibre Artist, educator and 
Administrator, continues to promote Fibre as an 
Art Form and invites you to sample this season’s 
program.  Inquiries and suggestions welcome.

Tel: 613-542-9226

............. cut here .....................................................................................................................................

REGISTRATION: FIBREWORKS-Kingston Weekend Workshops  2010-2011.

(   ) Workshop One         Transformations in TYVEK   $125.00  
(   ) Workshop Two         Make Your Mark    $125.00  
(   ) Workshop Three       Seeing Through the Layers   $125.00  
(   ) Workshop  Four        Textile Constructions    $125.00

(   ) FIBREWORKS  FRIEND   (includes 4 lectures)   $  25.00  
Please find enclosed cheque or money order  (   )  Total enclosed $______   

Name:_______________________________________________Telephone:__________________________

Address:________________________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________    Province:_______ Postal Code:____________e-mail:_____________________________________

Please make cheques payable to FIBREWORKS KINGSTON and send with registration to: FIBREWORKS Registrar: Donna Hamilton, 
11 Byron Cres., Kingston, ON.  K7M 1H6. Please note: Payment for Workshops #1 and #2 are due at registration. A $50.00 deposit for 
each workshop #3 and #4 by Dec. 31st, 2010.    Balance by Jan. 15, 2011.  Please feel free to contact the Registrar for further information. 
NO POSTDATED CHEQUES please.      Email:   fibreworks@cogeco.ca            Tel # 613-544-7324

Do you wish 
accommodation
information?
Yes (   )   
No  (   )

THANKS to: The Continuing Education Department at St. Lawrence College Kingston for its 
continued support of Fibreworks.
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